Cornish belongs to the British (Brythonic) division of the Celtic branch of 
Indo-European. Old Cornish is attested in various tenth-century glosses, 
found in Latin MSS. Middle Cornish (fourteenth to sixteenth centuries) is 
well known from some 20,000 lines of source material - religious drama, 
ecclesiastical history, etc. The last native speaker of Cornish is traditionally 
held to have died in 1777. In the nineteenth century, when the first serious 
attempts were made to revive the written and spoken language, the model 
chosen was not late Cornish, heavily infected as it was with English, but the 
comparatively pure Middle Cornish of earlier centuries. This recrudescent 
language, known as Unified Modern Cornish, is the product initially of the 
work of Henry Jenner (1848-1934) and subsequently of R. Morton Nance. 
The lexical repertory provided by the Middle Cornish texts has been 
amplified and extended by analogy with other Celtic languages. The 
pronunciation adopted represents a reasoned treatment of the Middle 
Cornish phonological material in the light of general Celtic philology. 
Twentieth-century and sixteenth-century Cornish are therefore in a sense 
synchronic. 


COMPENDIUM 

OF THE 

WORLD'S 
LANGUAGES 

SECOND EDITION 
GEORGE L. CAMPBELL 
ISBN 0-415-20298-1 (Set) 

Simultaneously published in the USA and Canada 

by Routledge 

29 West 35th Street, New York, NY 10001 

© 1991, 2000 George L. Campbell 


